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Tango argentino is a truly cosmopolitan genre, that has its roots in the delta of the Rio de la Plata 
between Argentina and Uruguay, but is practiced today in almost every city around the world in 
countries where economic stability allows for such a hobby, 'Western' performing arts are politically 
and culturally accepted, and physical contact in public between man and woman, woman and 
woman, man and man, are officially allowed and not culturally frowned upon. This includes parts of 
Southeast Asia; for instance urban hubs like Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Bangkok or Manila have lively 
tango argentino scenes. You can also dance tango argentino on Bali regularly, in several locations in 
Seminyak and in Ubud, both heavily frequented tourist areas. Each year a tango festival is organized, 
that lures a national and international crowd of dancers to Bali, to dance socially, learn from renown 
tango teachers and watch performances. 

Who dances tango argentino on Bali and why? This seemingly simple research question has led me 
into a complex of follow-up questions and fortunately also some answers, tapping into issues of 
expat cultures and communities on Bali, queer culture in Indonesia and in tango, tourism and the 
"appeal of exoticism" as well as economic exploitation of a cliché, both in relation to Bali, the 
"paradise island" and tango argentino, the "most passionate dance". 

Contents and interpretation of my presentation are based on fieldwork in the tango argentino scene 
on Bali, insights into Balinese performing arts and cultural tourism I gathered during the research for 
my PhD about the kecak, as well as my knowledge of the international tango argentino scene as an 
active dancer for more than a decade.  

 


